Robert Eruce“Fergunnrn

New York, he was raised in Keesville,
New York by his mother. Responsibility
came early to Bob as he helped to care
for his younger brother and managed
newspaper routes. He developed a love
for music in the study of the violin and
oboe which he subsequently played in
the Plattsburgh Symphony. It was dur-
ing his early high school vears that he
first expressed a desire to attend USMA.
After graduating as salutatorian in 1943,
he studied at Braden's Academy. Unable
to enter West Point that vear, he enlisted
in the Army at age seventeen. He served
as a combat infantryman with the famed
42nd Infantry (Rainbow) Division. He
was among the first troops to reach Da-
chau and free the prisoners.

When the war in Europe ended, Bob
was in Austria and was offered a com-
mission with the Occupation Army. Still
determined to go to USMA, Bob reen-
listed in 1945 and returned to the States
to attend USMAPS at Comell. Mean-
while, he continued to search for an
appointment. Offered one to the Naval
Academy in 1946, he turned it down and
returned home to find an appointment to
West Point awaited him.

From the beginning of Beast Barracks
Bob excelled in all aspects of the Acad-
emy program. His experience in the
Army plus his additional academic prep-
aration enabled him to do extremely
well and to help others who were strug-
gling. While a cadet Bob was active in
the Cadet Chapel Choir, Glee Club, Ski
Club, Public Information Detail and Ri-
He Team. He wore academic stars but
always had time to serve as a patient
coach for classmates, During second
class summer he was one of ten cadets
chosen to participate in an exchange
program with the French Military Acad-
emy, L'Ecole Polytechnique. As a first
classman, Bob was a cadet captain, the
commander of Company “C.” 1st Regi-
ment, His example as a leader and his
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value as a friend were firmly established
at West Point and were widely respected
by classmates throughout his life.

Following West Point, Bob was sta-
tioned in Austria for four years, initially
with the 351st Infantry and subsequent-
Iy with the Mountain Training center at
Salfelden. In 1954 he went to Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia for parachute school and
Infantry officers’ courses. He was a com-
pany commander in the 29th Infantry in
1956 when he decided to leave the Army
in order to assume the vice presidency of
Frankson Furniture Company in West
Ossipee, New Hampshire. During the
seventeen years he managed this com-
pany, he became highly respected both
in business and in the community.

On 28 December 1973 Bob married
Charlotte Wood and took on the respon-
sibility of three stepchildren. He be-
came a marvelous father and succeeded
in providing a balance of love and dis-
cipline by example which gave them a
secure foundation for future develop-
ment. He formed his own business by
starting Wood Dimensions, Inc. in Tuf-
tonboro, New Hampshire ... a whole-
sale lumber solid dimension business
which tripled in volume in the first three
yvears and is now being carried on by his
family.

In 1982, two vears after losing his
vounger brother to cancer, Bob leamed
that he also had cancer and was told he
had one year to live. It was a terrible
blow for evervone, but Bob was deter-
mined he would live as normal a life as
possible. During his last vear Bob spent
many weekends at West Point with
daughter Jennifer who was a plebe. It
was very exciting for him to have her
there. You can imagine his pride and
satisfaction when Jennifer was selected
as a company commander for Plebe Par-
ent Weekend! He relived his davs as a
cadet through her experiences. He spent
time talking with many cadets, being
supportive and encouraging by express-
ing his appreciation for values he had
aciquired as a cadet. He also renewed
and strengthened ties with many class-
mates. His cadet company, “C-1," had a
mini-reunion which he thoroughly en-
joved. He was comforted by the fact that
friendships with classmates and their
families would endure and continue
with his family after he was gone. Jen-
nifer graduated 22 May 1985 as a cadet
captain, battalion commander and is
now a lst lieutenant stationed in West
Germany near where Bob was in World
War I1.

Bob conducted his business from the
hospital and from his bed at home right
up until four days before he died. He
displaved fantastic courage. He never
complained and did not wish to burden
anyone with sadness. He believed that
life had been good to him. He was
determined to bear his cross bravely,

and quietly taught his family what to do
to carry on without him. He truly loved
West Point and chose to be buried there.
Bob was an extremely kind man, a won-
derful husband, father and friend. At his
memorial service, his minister aptly
summed it up by sayving, © ... We ac-
knowledge our lives have been richly
and wonderfully blessed because we
were privileged to walk part way with
Bob.”
Charlotte and Classmates
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Benjamin Franklin Evans Il
NO. 23280 CLASS OF 1960

Died 26 October 1983 in Washington, DC,
aged 46 years,
Irtermant: Waat Pont Cometery, Wast Point, Naw York

Benjamin Franklin Evans Il

BENNY WAS BORN at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas on 12 March 1937 and was raised
in the nomadic life style of an Army
“brat.” When he was nine, his father was
assigned to the Tactical Department at
West Point. During this period (the
Blanchard, Tucker, Davis era) Benny's
love of sports and admiration for the
cadets he met kindled a desire to later
attend the Academy. After graduating
from high school, Benny enlisted in the
Regular Army and attended the West
FPoint Preparatory School at Fort Stew-
art, New York. He subsequently re-
ceived an appointment from the enlisted
ranks and entered USMA 3 July 1956,
He was a good athlete devoting his
efforts primarily to hockey. He was a
playing member plebe year, assistant
manager of the varsity team the next two
vears and manager of the warsity first
class yvear. He was also the manager of
the 1960 United States Olympic hockey
team during the time it trained at West
Point. Benny was also a member of the
soccer and golf teams his plebe vear and
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soccer his vearling vear. In addition to
athletics, he was also active in the De-
bate Council and Forum, the German
Club, and the Special Program Commit-
tee. As a cadet he didn't set the academic
world on fire. He was “turned out” each
semester of plebe year and in three
subjects the second semester of yearling
vear. It didn't seem possible that he
could remain at the Academy as the odds
of passing three “turnout writs” were
terribly slim. He refused, however, to
give up. His courage, his pride and
belief in himself and in the ideals of
West Point enabled him to overcome
this academic obstacle and continue on
to graduate with his class.

Benny was a warm, friendly, gentle
human being who enjoyed West Point in
spite of the academic pressures. He also
was a fun-loving person with a sense of
humor, who did not take the system too
seriously, resulting in frequent tours on
the area or hours confined to guarters.

Upon graduation 8 June 1960, Benny
was commissioned in the Infantry and
attended the Infantry School at Fort
Benning, completing the Airborne and
Ranger courses. His first permanent as-
signment was as an infantry platoon
leader with the 1st Brigade, 35th Infan-
try, 25th Infantry Division, Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii. Benny's training was
concentrated in counter-insurgency and
jungle warfare, terms that took on added
significance as more and more senior
lieutenants were sent from Hawaii to
train Ranger battalions in a far away
place called South Vietnam. Following
three pleasant years with the 25th Divi-
sion, he returned to the United States
and was assigned for two years as a
tactics instructor at the Medical Field
Service School, Fort Sam Houston, Tex-
as.
The lessons of his early training were
soon put to use as Benny was assigned to
Vietnam in 1965 as the senior advisor to
the 30th Ranger Battalion. Subsequent-
lv, on two occasions he volunteered and
was accepted for duty in Vietnam (1965-
1969, 1971-1972). During his service in
Vietnam, Benny was awarded the Com-
bat Infantryman’s Badge, Bronze Star
Medal with Qak Leaf Cluster, Meritori-
ous Service Medal, Air Medal and Army
Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster.

Although not a good student in the
true sense of the word, Benny had a
common sense, practical approach to
planning and problem solving. This tal-
ent was recognized as attested to by his
continuing assignment to planning posi-
tions. After his first tour in Vietnam, he
was assigned to West Point as the plans
and training officer of the 1st Battalion,
1st Infantry. After his second tour, he
was the plans and training officer of the
Army Training Center, Fort Ord, Cali-
fornia, and upon his return to the States
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after his third tour in Vietnam, he was
assigned to Headquarters, Third Army,
Fort McPherson as the plans and project
officer for the reorganization and activa-
tion of the new United States Army
Forces Command. After completing his
mission at Fort McPherson, Benny re-
signed his commission in the Army on 7
January 1974. He joined Conti-Com-
modities in Washington, DC to begin a
successful career as a commodities
stockbroker.

Benny's Vietnam experiences were in-
delibly etched into his life and memory.
During his three tours in Vietnam, he
developed great admiration and affec-
tion for his Vietnamese associates. He
became an avid reader of anything pub-
lished on Vietnam and was always ready
to discuss this great national tragedy
which so deeply affected the nation. He
frequently visited the Vietnam Memori-
al in Washington to pay his respects to
those American soldiers who died in
Vietnam and for the Vietnamese whom
he felt had been abandoned.

After Benny's sudden death from a
heart attack in Washington, DC, his fam-
ily received many letters from his
friends and classmates. The following
are a few extracts from these letters;

“Outstanding voung men like

Benny Evans made it possible for

me to enjoy 36 wonderful years at

the US Military Academy as Hockey

Coach and Assistant Athletic Direc-

tor. Everyone connected with the

Army Hockey Program loved

Benny. He had such a pleasing per-

sonality with a smile always on his

face. As a manager, he was tops.”

“My memory of Benny is of a
full-of-lite, fun-loving person who
was a boon companion and a warm
friendly type.”

“I considered him one of the fin-
est men I ever knew. We shared
many and memorable times togeth-
er. He was extremely popular and [
never heard any ill word about him,
Benny had a kind heart, a ready
smile and was a true friend.”

“Not having the chance to tell Ben
how much 1 admired and respected
him, as a West Pointer, an officer and
a friend, leaves me with a deep
feeling of regret. In his companion-
ship, wit, charm and sense of humor,

I found all I could have hoped for in

an older brother during those forma-

tive months as a second lieutenant. 1

will miss him immensely. He will

always be with me in thought and
prayer. God bless him.”

Throughout his life, Benny demon-
strated the highest example of personal
integrity and dedication. Open-minded,
straightforward and personable, with in-
tense interest in people and their wel-
fare, he gained and retained the friend-
ship and respect of all who knew him.

Although low-key about the Academy,

the Army, and his Country, he was

“GUNG HO" about all three.
B.F.E,]r.
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Carl J. Winter, Jr.
NO. 25083 CLASS OF 1964

Died 23 November 1968 in the Republic of
Vietnam, aged 25 years.
Irrmant; Hernlock, Michigan

Carl J. Winter, Jr.

IT HAS TAKEN a long ime—too long—to
write about Carl. It seems that one al-
ways has a reason for not doing those
difficult things that he knows need to be
done: “Too busy,” “Don’t know what to
say,” “Maybe next week.” I've come to
realize, however, that my difficulty arose
from a concern, maybe even a fear, that
I would not be able to do justice to one
s0 special; a person who meant so much
to so many people. To me, in particular,
Carl was a brother, a good friend, an
inspiration and standing example of
what it means to dedicate yvour life to the
highest ideals of West Point.

How does one write about his beloved
brather, now gone? Oh, I could list his
aceomplishments and provide a chronel-
ogy of his life, but such things would
portray an incomplete picture of the man
who meant so much to us. They would
not reflect the many hot summer days
working together on our parents’ farm in
Michigan; the evenings spent playing
hide-and-seek around the old barn; the
cold winter nights huddled together un-
der a mountain of blankets; the rare
privilege of having an older brother who
vou knew cared about you and would
always be there when you needed him.
They would not reflect a husband and
father who possessed a deep love for
and pride in his wife Beverly, his son
Curt, and everything it meant to be a
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